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Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF IBSTONE PARISH COUNCIL  
held Thursday 4th November 2021 

At Ibstone C of E School Hall commencing at 7.30pm 
Present: 

Cllr Kendra Gittus  
Cllr Melanie Grimsdale 
Cllr Simon Hammond 
Cllr Richard Scott 

Vice-Chair 
 
Chairman 

  
 And also present: 
 BC Cllr Mark Turner 
 Deirdre Hansen, Clerk 
 
3 members of the public present 
 
59. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Holly Hammond. 

 
60. No declarations of interest in any agenda items were made. 
 
61. The minutes of the Ordinary meeting of 13th September 2021 were confirmed as a true  

record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
62. Buckinghamshire Councillors: BC Cllr Mark Turner had nothing to report. 
  
63. Update on actions:  

a. It was noted that the play area had been checked. The repairs as noted in the Rospa 
report are in progress 

b. It was noted that the defibrillator had been checked. On 6/10/21 the battery had been 
found faulty and the defibrillator was taken out of commission. The supplier had 
collected the defibrillator and supplied a loan one. The loan defibrillator was 
commissioned. The machine has had to be sent abroad for repairs. It is nearly 10 years 
old; the repairs may be covered by its 10-year warranty. A new battery costs 
approximately £200. Vice-Chair suggested budgeting for a replacement defibrillator in 
the future. She will investigate the cost of a new defibrillator. It was agreed that £300 
could be spent on the current repairs between meetings. 

c. HMRC monthly requirements fulfilled noted. 
d. BC news emails distributed. 
e. Play area safety repairs: The meeting discussed ongoing maintenance having received 

2 quotes for work not included in the Rospa report. It was agreed that the work did not 
need to be carried out at this moment in time.  

f. Accessibility problems with stiles: clerk to remind the owner that we have not heard back 
yet. 

g. Jubilee tree: Vice-Chair has marked out 2 preferred locations on the common. Members 
to indicate their preference to Vice-Chair. She will then contact Wormsley asking for 
permission to plant the tree. The tree will need protection from deer with posts and 
netting. Vice-Chair to purchase the posts. The clerk to investigate the cost of a small 
plaque to commemorate the occasion. 

h. 2022 Jubilee village street party: The date agreed as Sunday 5th June 2022. Vice-Chair 
to request permission from Wormsley to hold the party on the common. The Cricket club 
has agreed to have no home fixtures that weekend. A budget for the party to be set in 
January. 

i. Chairman: the selection process for a new clerk to be discussed outside the meeting. 
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64. Meetings/training attended 

• 14/10/21-Rural Forum attended by clerk. 

• 18/10/21- BC Clerks Forum. Clerk reported highlights: 
- BC intends to plant 500,000 trees over the next 10 years, 
- waste services: change of contractors, new vehicles, new IT, new cleanings 
standards, covid and Brexit, driver shortage, food waste collection suspended for 
another 4 weeks. Rounds to be reorganised in February 2022. New website to report 
fly tipping: www.chiltern.gov.uk/report-waste-services 
- Precept setting 
- Devolution update. New manager brought in 
- Council charter, BC wants to do further work on this. 

• 26/10/21- BC Planning & Environment Services update. Clerk reported  
- Many vacancies in the planning department,  
- Consultee access system to be used by all TCs and PCs. (WDC already used this) 
- Planning Enforcement dealing with more cases, there is a back log, but catching 

up. 450 new cases per quarter. 28 appeals in hand. 
- Reported changes will not be implemented immediately.  
- There is a Buckinghamshire heritage list 
 

65. Updated financial regulations in line with the new online banking arrangements were  
approved. 

 
66. New Website.  

Two new quotes had been received. The PC discussed the legal requirement to comply 
with the accessibility regulations. We have declared ourselves exempt due to our size 
and the prohibitive costs associated with a website compliant with the regulations.  It 
was decided to continue to declare the PC exempt and review the matter again when 
the new clerk is in post. Clerk to thank the suppliers for their quotes. Clerk to ask Rachel 
Bennett what she would charge to manage our existing website.  
 

67. Rusted footpath signs and posts:  
Clerk to enquire what the signs look like before considering purchasing our own signs. 
The signs that are offered by the Lane End volunteer group, who look after footpaths for 
Lane End Parish Council, may not have posts. Action clerk.  

 
68. Traffic issues. 

Speeding traffic has become a big issue in the village. Several incidents have occurred. 
Cars only slow down at the point of signage. Many speed reduction measures require 
street lighting and there is no desire to urbanise the village. 
As the PC is not expert, it was agreed to commission a report on any additional 
measures that could be taken from Jim Stevens, who advises other PCs on traffic 
matters, and to ask for his advice. 
 
The PC was reminded by BC Cllr Turner that it is the Police’s responsibility to maintain 
law and order, which includes enforcing the speed limit. 
Vice-Chair has already asked the local police to carry out speed checks in the village 
between 8-9 am.  
The school continually reminds parents about the speed limit in the village.  
The Chairman will also remind the village in the newsletter. 
BC Cllr Turner chairs the SW Chilterns Highway Transport sub-committee; he will ask 
the co-ordinator of the SW Chilterns Community Board for police contact details to help 
with this problem.  
 

69. WW I memorial.  

http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/report-waste-services
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The invoice from 2018 from Creative Memorials is still outstanding. The job was not 
finished, and the PC is not satisfied with the stone or the placement of the plaque. The 
Vice-Chair had a verbal agreement that they would remedy the work by engraving a new 
stone and positioning that in the requested place on the sarsen stone on the common. 
Creative Memorials were not able to provide a stone to the PCs specifications. The PC 
would find a stone, which it has done and that would be engraved. So far, we have not 
been able to supply the stone to Creative Memorials.  
The meeting agreed once we have the verbal agreement in writing from Creative 
Memorials the invoice will be paid. Clerk to put this request in writing to Creative 
Memorials. Chairman and Vice-Chair to agree draft email with the clerk.  

 
70.Planning:  

a. 20/06891/OUT OS parcel 5122. Outline Planning application for erection of two 
detached dwellings and associated garaging with all matters other than access 
reserved. PC objection. BC refused. An appeal has been lodged against the BC 
refusal. No details of the appeal are yet available.   

b. BC decisions:  

• 20/07697/FUL & 20/07715/LBC Householder application for construction of 
single storey link between main dwelling and ancillary accommodation with 
associated alterations including demolition and rebuilding of existing courtyard 
walled garden wall. PC no objection. BC permitted. 

c. 21/06407/FUL Retention of an underground store, hardstanding and open 
fronted animal shelter (part retrospective). PC objection. BC Planning Committee 
West Area permitted. 

d. Appeals to the Secretary of State:   

• APP/K0425/C/19/3242223 appeal on 19/00086/ENFOT alleged engineering 
operations. PC comments submitted to the inspector, objections. Appeal 
withdrawn 

d.  New Applications:  

• 21/07937/FUL. Cllr S. Hammond declared a personal interest. Householder 
application for construction of a detached outbuilding to front for use as a garden 
room. PC no objection. 

• 21/08037/PNP16A. proposed 15m phase 8 monopole c/w wraparound cabinet 
at base and associated ancillary works. PC discussed prior notification, agreed 
that legal requirements were not complied with and objected to the proposal. 
Chairman will draft the objection and circulate to all Cllrs. Comments to be 
submitted by 15/11/21. BC Cllr Turner is making enquiries if this PNP can be 
called in. 

20.50  
Cllr S Hammond left the meeting. 
  

71. Financial matters: 
a. Budget: budget revisions were agreed. It was agreed to make planning advice a 

separate budget item. 
b. Budget 2022/23 Cllrs are asked to consider any items/projects they may wish to 

include for the January meeting when the 2022/23 budget will be set. Please inform 
the clerk. 

c. Check and approve bank reconciliation, clerk to revise and send to Cllr Gittus. 
d. Outstanding 2018 invoice from Creative Memorials for engraving and placing of the 

plaque on the Sarsen stone WWI memorial/l. See item 69. Above. 
e. Receipts noted: 

• £4,000 second half 21/22 precept. 

• 7p bank interest. 



 

 66 

f. Bank balances 04/11/21:  
Current account     £   10,024.22 
Savings account (04/11/21)   £     4,045.29 
Total:                 £   14,069.51 
Less Nov payments    £        164.23 
Balance carried forward   £   13,905.28 

 
g. Clerk’s working time noted:  

Contracted hours per week=5.5 hrs (month 23.8) 
Holiday hours per month 2.6. (Net hrs 21.2) 
Hours worked 06/09/21 to 27/10/21 (7.5 weeks= 41.25 hrs, net 36.4) 48 hrs 
11.6 hrs O/T 2.8hrs O/Tbfw, O/T cfw 14.4 hrs. 

h. Clerk salary for Oct/Nov 2021 @ £321.99 per month by S/O approved 
i. The payments as listed below were approved:  

  

To  
Whom 

Description £ 

D Hansen Clerks exp. Oct/Nov incl £7.50 S137 
donation to RBL 

89.23 

BALC Data protection training for clerk 1/2 15.00 

BALC Demystifying Planning Vice-Chair 
(approved at the Sept. meeting) 

60.00 

Total value   164.23 

 
j. Accounts year to date reviewed: 

Summary of accounts to date: 04/11/21 
 

Accounts: 

Expenditure Year to 
date 

£ 

Budget 
2021/22 

£ 

Revised 
Budget 

£ 

Income 
 

£ 

Year to 
date  

£ 

Clerk salary 2253.93 3941 4263 Precept 8,000.00 

Admin expenses 247.86 475 475 VAT repayment 466.43 

Working from home all. 0 500 500 Bank interest     0.22 

Donations 27.50 200 200   

Web site/email 65.70 1000 1000   

Subscriptions 168.77 190 190   

Audit 50.00 50 50   

Insurance 517.48 440 517   

Playgrnd inspection 68.50 70 69   

Training 128.00 200 200   

Maintenance 123.00 150 523   

Sundry 54.93 250 250   

Planning advice 0 500 1500   

Election  68.54 1000 69   

VE day party  0 500 0   

Vat 79.01 0 0   

Total EXP. 3853.22 9466 9806 Total INC 8,466.65 

 
72. Any urgent business: 

a. The Chairman has been invited to review plans for an Orangery prior to submission 
to BC. 
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b. There is a big problem on the Common and the Mace with dog waste. There is an 
increase in dog waste not being picked up. The bins are being used. It was agreed to 
carry out an awareness campaign. Some signs to be put up, the school is happy to 
work together with the PC. 
Clerk to investigate some appropriate signs. 

 
73. The date of next meeting was agreed and confirmed as Monday 17th January 2022 at 
7.30pm  
Clerk to notify the school. 
Dates of future meetings: 

TBC 
 

 
 
 

The Chairman………………………………..   Date………………………….. 
 
 
 

Once the meeting was closed there was opportunity for public questions. 
1. A request was made for village information boards on the common and the mace. 

Village history, information on local points of interest, flora and fauna could be included 
on the boards. This was an interesting suggestion, and the PC will look into it. 

2. Jubilee Tree, could the school children be involved with the planting? Vice-chair will look 
into it. 

3. Footpaths are overgrown. Chairman will put something in the newsletter asking owners 
to maintain their footpaths. 

4. Clerk to send the Head Teacher the contact details of the Local Area Technician. 
5. A request was made to look into more playground equipment. Louise Long was asked to 

put a proposal to the PC. Any play equipment needs to be reflective of a variety of ages 
and in keeping with the village scene. 

6. A question was raised if people could comment anonymously on surveys and other 
matters. 

 
 


