Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Ibstone Parish Council on
Tuesday 20" May 2025 at Ibstone CE School, Ibstone

commencing at 7.30pm
Present:

Clir Simon Hammond Chairman
Clir Kendra Gittus
Clir Paddy Blake

Mrs Lorna Coldwell Clerk
0 members of the public

APM1. The Chairman welcomed all present, including Clir Blake to his first meeting.
APM2. Clir Grimsdale sent her apologies.
APM3. Members noted the Chairman’s report

Chairman’s Report

The year to May 2025 has been another busy one for your Parish Council, at the five
Ordinary Meetings held and the time between them, covering a diverse range of issues
including traffic and speeding management, the closure of the pub for a number of months,
playground and village ponds. All meetings were held in person at The Chilterns Fox and at
Ibstone CE School and we thank both for hosting us.

Planning Matters

We have commented on a wide variety of applications during the year when consulted by
Bucks Council.

Ibstone Common

We are liaising with The Wormsley Estate over the best way to deter car parking alongside
the cricket pitch and elsewhere in order to stop vehicular erosion of the Common which has
become a significant problem during spells of wet weather (of which we have had a few!).
We are also hoping to agree some works to the village ponds this summer to prevent them
from becoming too overgrown and drying out in the summer months. We have budgeted for
contributions to both issues.

Utilities

The Parish has had more than its fair share of power cuts and unexpected road closures
together with more recent incidents of fly tipping. These have necessitated frequent bouts of
correspondence with Bucks Council, Scottish Power and Thames Water, not all of it wholly
satisfactory and the issues remain as work in hand. Chasing up Highways over road flooding
and drainage has also been a frustratingly regular task.

Finances

Our bank balance remains healthy and we have sufficient reserves to enable the taking of
professional advice on occasions such as planning appeals where it may become
necessary.

Elections



We have come on the back of local elections at the start of the month, at county and parish
levels. Two councillors have stepped down — Richard Scott and Holly Hammond. We have a
new member on board — Paddy Blake — welcome! This takes us up to four and we will be
seeking a fifth in due course.

Signage

We have been fortunate to get some much-needed signage. The new double sided deer
warning sign was installed in the spring on the edge of the Common to hopefully slow traffic
down. We also had two new footpath signs erected as well. The Parish Council notice board
was replaced in 2025.

Road Re-Surfacing

The main road through the village was resurfaced last year and Gray’s Lane recently had a
number of potholes filled. Lineage on the main road was also reinstated.

Thanks

Finally, | would like to record my thanks to our Clerk Lorna Coldwell for her advice and
administrative skills which have ensured the smooth running of the Parish for another year,
and to my fellow Councillors for the time and energy they have devoted to fulfilling their
roles.

Simon Hammond
Chairman — Ibstone Parish Council

APMA4. Finance Report — Clerk had circulated the end of year accounts, no questions were
asked. These are attached an available on the website www.ibstone.org

APMS. Public questions:

Buckinghamshire Councillor Mark Turner sent a report that was distributed to Councillors,
and is attached.

The meeting was closed at 19.38.
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